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This is sort of a transition year, as we look ahead to placing MSM under the direction of our 
new Youth and Young Adult Coordinator, Jeff Ruster.  He’s just getting his feet wet here, so for now, 
the middle school students will stick with me.  That said, a number of factors have played into how 
MSM will function this year.  There will be some adjustments made…the most obvious one will be 
that most of our middle school students will be meeting on Sunday mornings.   I say most, because 
for the first time, we are offering our 8th grade students the option to begin their Confirmation 
prep with Jeff this year.   This isn’t compulsory.  If you and your student feel like they could benefit 
from waiting a bit longer, they would continue on with MSM through 8th grade, and we would 
invite them again when they hit high school.  

For now, the plan is to have MSM meet on the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th, and (if applicable) 5th 
Sunday of each month from 10-11.  Holidays are factored in, so it won’t be too overwhelming.  One 
of those weeks will be a session with the parents, the other weeks it will be just the kids and the 
team.   We’re going to have a variety of topics, activities and sometimes just time to hang out and 
play.  I’m hoping also to get them off campus at least a couple of times to do some fun stuff.  Prior 
years we’ve done laser tag, (both indoor and outdoor), a ropes course, broomball, etc.  Much will 
depend on the dynamics of the group, and what activities are approved by the diocese

I appreciate your patience and flexibility as we work out the kinks and adjust to the new 
schedule.  I’m hopeful that in that hour between masses, parents might take the opportunity to 
connect with one another, to offer support and stand in solidarity because we all know how 
difficult raising kids can be.  

One final note…I want to invite and encourage you all to participate in our monthly 
Theology Nights.  Last year we had to adapt to Covid requirements which really limited what we 
were able to do.  This year, as things open up a bit more, we can do what I had hoped to 
accomplish, and that is to create a space for the adults in our parish to grow in their own 
knowledge and understanding of the faith, to connect with their church community and most 
importantly, to grow into a more intimate relationship with Jesus.  I hope that you will join us for a 
meet and greet on Sunday, September 18th.  In the mean time, if you have any questions, please 
feel free to drop me a line.  I’m in and out of the office during the week, but I check my emails 
regularly.  I'm looking forward to  partnering with you again, as we fulfill our call to build up the 
Kingdom of God.  Come Holy Spirit!!
Yours in Him,




